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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  sanitary 
oircumstanoes ,  health  and  vital  statistics  of  your  Piatrict  for  the 

year  1949 • 

The  Report  is  an  Ordinary  Report,  and  is  written  in  conformity 
with  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
Fo.2/50  dated  25th.  January,  1950>  dealing  with  Annual  Reports. 

The  year  shows  a  drop  in  births  ir£>m  last  year  by  the  rate  of 
4.6  per  thousand  of  the  population  end  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
Death  Rate  comparos  almost  exactly  with  the  National  figure. 

-  I  am  3orry  to  report  .that  out  of  the  34  births  which  occurred, 
throb  children  died  withih  the  first  year  but  on  further  analysis 
it  will  bo  seen  that  all  the  deaths  occurred  within  five  days  and 
that  they  wore  unavoidable.  The  death  rate  for  Tuberculosis 
compares  favourably  with  the  National  rate. 

Again  no  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act  of  1948. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  pleasure  to  me  to  report  that  only  11 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  wero  notified  to  me  during  the  year. 

I  could  find  no  record  of  any  year  with  so  low  a  figure  in  the 
immediate  past.  This  means  that  out  of  every  thousand  persons  in 
the  town  3*6  people  suffered  from  infectious  disease.  I  feel  that 
thi3  must  be  almost  unique  in  the  history  of  the  Urban  District. 

Once  again  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Council  for  the  support  and  encouragement  given  to  me  during  the 
year.  To  my  colleagues  on  the  staff  and  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
I  offer  my  sincere  thanks. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Sorvant, 

C.W.  ORR* 

Medico-1  Officer  of.  Health. 

STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  cases)... . . . . . 7592  acres 

Population  (estimated  bv  Registrar  General )«*.. .3014  Civilian. 

3024  Total. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses. 0 ................... *1334 

Rateable  Value  at  1st.  April,  1949 »....**..••-••  *£14, 452. 

Product  of  Penny  Rate. . . . .£49. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  BITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS. 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total • 

•33 

1 

,  i 

Mai  e  • 

i?  • 

Female 

“T5~ 

1 

34 

17 

17 

Birth  rate  per 

1,000  of 

the  population  -  11.3* 

Stillbirths . 

legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total • 

a»  . 

.  •  %  • 

Male. 

Female 

1 '  :  .U  * 

M 

- 

«■» 

Rate  per  1 , 000 
Rate  per  1,000 

of  the  popuatlion  -  Nil. 
total  (live  and  still)  births  - 

Nil. 

DEATHS 

Total . 

Male. 

Female 

45 

27 

18 

Death  rate  $er  1,000  of  the  populations-  11.64  (corrected). 
Natural  increase  of  population  (excess  of  births  over  deaths) 

minus  11 


Death  from  puerperal  causes s- 

Rate~  per  lf000  total 

births . 

Puerperal  infections  -  Nil 
Other  maternal  causes  -  Nil 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age • 

.Total »  Mai e .  Female ♦ 

Legitimate  j  2  1 

Illegitimate  - 


3  2  X 


Infant  Mortality  Rates  (deaths  of  infants  under  one  yea.r  per 
1,000  libe  births);- 

Legitimate  only  91 

Illegitimate  only 
General  88 

The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  32* 


2 


r 


n 
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Causes  of  Death  of  Infanta  under  1  year 


■> 


Sox 
Male. 
Mai  e  • 
Female . 


Age. 

20  minutes 
1  day. 

5  days. 


Cause  of  Death • 

Prematurity. 

Congenitial  malformation, 
Pulmonary  atelectasis  and 
Prematurity. 


DEATHS  FROM  CERTAI N  SELECTED  CAUSES 

"  Ho.  of  Deaths. 

Cancer  (all  ages)  3 

Measles  (all  ages)  * 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  *• 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO  AGES. 

( Compiled  from  Returns  submitted  hy  the  District  Registrar ) 


AGE  GROUP. 

MAXES . 

FEMALES. 

TOTAL. 

Under  1 

year 

2 

1 

3 

1 

and 

under  5 

- 

mm 

- 

5 

it 

"  10 

- 

mm 

mm 

10 

ii 

11  20 

- 

1 

1 

20 

i; 

"  30 

1 

- 

1 

30 

li 

"  40 

1 

- 

1 

40 

II 

»  50 

mm 

- 

■* 

!  •  50 

It 

••  6C 

1 

2 

3 

60 

It 

ii  y0 

5 

2 

7 

• 

70 

II 

"  8o 

6 

7 

80 

II 

"  90 

11 

4 

15 

90 

II 

w  100 

m 

« 

27 

• 

17 

44 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAH  1949. 


DISEASE 

1 — 1 

1 

0 

-3 

-5 

-10 

-15 

1 

ro 

va 

~45 

— 

-65 

over 

65 

Totals . 

Measles 

mm 

1 

1 

•m 

mm 

mm 

- 

- 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

1 

1 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

mm  ■ 

2 

Erysipelas . 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

mm 

- 

mm 

1 

X 

Scarlet  Fever. 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

* 

m 

2 

Jaundice. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

mm 

- 

4 

TOTAL 

mm 

1 

4 

2 

— 

* 

1 

2 

- 

1 

— 

11 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  are  the 
31st.  December,  19483- 

Males  . 

Pulmonary  Tl~ 

Non-Pulmonary  3 


number  of  cases  on  the  register  on 


Femal  es  • 

- 5 - 

5 


Total • 


14 


11 


25 


The  following  are  the  number 
31st.  December,  1949s- 

Males « 

T 

2 


of  cases  on  the  Register  on 


F  emal e  s . 
4 

3 


Total • 
11 
5 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 


■  r 


TUBERCULOSIS  (Contd) 


The  following  table  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of 
notified  cases  and  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 


Age 

.  -  Periods. 

.  .  New  Cases. 

Deaths 

Pulmons'arv 

Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65  and 
upwards . 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

1  1  1  1  1  t  1  I 

1  1  1  1  M  l  |  1  1 

1 

i  1  1  1  t  1  1  1  1 

* 

1  1  1  I  K  1  1  1  1 

l  l  i  1  1  1  1  *  1 

1  1  1  1  t  1  1  •  1 

<  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

1  i  t  1  1  1  1  t  « 

TOTAL 

1  1 

•  « 

••  m 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1949* 


Male.  Female . 

ALL  CAUSES  ~  2?  l8 


1.  Typhoid  and  paratypbid 

2.  Cerebro- spinal  fever 

3.  Scarlet  fever 

4.  Y/hhoping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
7*  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  1 

8*  Syphilitic  diseases 
9.  Influenza* 

10*  Measles 

11.  Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polioencephalitis 

12.  Acute  infective  encephalitis 

13*  Cancer  of  bucoal  cavity,  oesophagus  (M)  and 

uterus  (F) 


14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 

15.  Cancer  of  bresst 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  2 

17.  Diabetes 

18.  Intra*cranial  vascular  lesions  3 

19*  Heart  diseasd  7 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  1 

21.  Bronchitis  '  4 


22.  Pneumonia 

23«  Other  respiratory  diseases 
24.  Uloer.:of  stomach  or  .duodenum 
25»  Diarrhoea  under  2  years 
2§.  Appendicitis 
27«  Other  digestive  diseases 

28.  Nephritis  1 

29»  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

31.  Premature  birth  1 

32.  Congenital  malformations,  birth  injuries,  and  1 

infantile  diseasds 

33.  Suicide 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents 
35*  Other  violent  cases:.. 

36.  All  other  causes  5 


1 

5 

5 

2 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  1949 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I  herewith  present  my  Annual  Report  in  the  usual  form  for 
your  information. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  is  pumped  from  the  two  bores  at  the  works  in  Lynn  Street, 
Swaffham,  serving  an  area  .within  a  circle  of  1500  yards  radius 
from  the  focal  point  at  the  Market  Cross,  The  daily  yield  during 
the  year  has  varied  between  75  to  100  thousand  gallons,  depending 
upon  the  water  requirements  of  the  Canning  Factory.  The  water 
is  not  chlorinated,  the  chlorinator  has'  beon  out  of  action 
throughout  the  year* 

The  deep  bore  pump  has  worked  since  194-6  without  overhaul 
and  the  elsctric  submersible  pump  in  the  well  required  overhaul 
and  test. 

The  v/ater  supply  of  the  area  and  its  several  parts  has  not 
been  fully  satisfactory  in  quantity  although  the  quality  has  been 
maintained,  No  information  is  available  of  number  of  houses  and 
population  served  with  a  piped  supply. 

Swaffham  U.D.C.  propose  acquiring  the  Waterworks  at  an  early 
date  and  above-mentioned  pump  overhauls  should  have  priority  of 
consideration.  I  suggest  the  electric  pump  be  overhauled  first 
and  re-installed  just  prior  to  the  springs  recovery  in  January, 

195i>  so  that  a  24  hour  water  supply  may  be  maintained  whilst  the 
deep  bore  pump  is  overhauled. 

BUILDING. 


During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were  built  and 
occupied;- 


Council  Houses*. 
Private  Houses.. 


.17. 
.  4. 


Total  21 


The  total  number  of  properties  owned  (or  managed)  by  the 
Council  at  the  end  of  194-9  is  as  follows s- 

Council  Houses . 2216 

Requisitioned  Hous es ...... •  . .  6 


Total  222 

* 

The  Council  are  proceeding  with  a  contract  of  14  houses  of 
the  three-bexroom  type  thus  completing  the  "Oaklands"  Estate, 
and  a  plan  for  twenty  bungal ows  on  Spinners  Lane  is  contemplated. 

UNFIT  HOUSES. 

Prior  to  the  War,  the  Council  secured  orders  for  demolition 
of  18  properties  which  have  since  been  occupied  by  virtue  of 
Licences  issued  under  the  Housing  Act,  193&  (S.155)  and  the 
Defence  (General)  Regulations,  1939s  and  situated  on  the 
Campingland,  The  Pyghtle,  Westgate  Square,  Tumbler  Hill  and 
Northwell  Pool, 

Whilst  the  tenants  keep  the  dwellings  in  fair  condition  of 
cleanliness,  the  owners  find  it  impossible  economincally  to 
execute  repairs.  Nevertheless,  I  consider  that  the  houses 
provide  a  temporary  measure  of  accommodation  allowable  until  such 
time  that  houses  may  be  provided  to  re-house  the  occupants.  The 
rents  of  these  houses  vary  betweeen  2/6  to  6/-  per  week,  inclusive 
of  rates. 


"  ¥’  !  ■ 


Swaffham  is  an  old.  town  and  there  are  other  old  cottages 
approaching  the  unfit  state  and  these  I  propose  to  deal  with 
during  1950,  "by  monthly  reports  to  the  Council. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  existing  works  have  proved  inadequate  and  completely 
unsatisfactory  in  dealing  with  the  ever  increasing  volume  of 
sewage.  For  several  years  the  smell  nuisance  and  ponding  of 
effluent  and  -storm  waters  have  increased  considerably. 

With  reference  to  the  former,  this  will  not  disappear  until 
the  new  works ''‘contemplated  are  established,  and  this  matter., 
is  now  receiving  the  consideration  of  the  County  Council  and  the 
Minister  of  Health  to  whom  plans  have  been  submitted. 

Referring  to  the  latter,  a  temporary  immediate  form  of 
relief  was  approved  by  the  Council  for  the  insertion  of  a 
submerged  carrier  ooakaway  and  the  Council  are  pressing  for  early 
approval  of  same.  This  carrier  will  give  relief  but  is  not 
a  quarantee  of  total  eradication  of  ponding  of  the  waters. 

It  must  be  realised  that  the  Sewage  Vtrks  is  positioned  in 
an  enclosed  drainage  area  a  complete  valley  without  a  stream. 

Thus  all  water  escapes  by  downward  percolation  and  this  is 
virtually  impossible  at  the  existing  Sewage  Works  because  the 
area  has  become  sewage- sick,  which  means  that  the  underlying 
strata  is  clogged  with  sludge  which  should  have  been  intercepted 
at  the  tanks. 

Thus  when  the  new  works  are  established,  it  will  still  be 
necessary  to  deal  with  ever  increasing  volumes  of  water  and  it 
would  be  a  good  policy  to  disconnect  all  clean  surface  waters 
from  the  sewerage  system  whereever  practicable. 

The  Consulting  Engineers  are  fully  aware  of  the  situation 
and  problems  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  due  course  of  time, 
the  nuisances  will  be  eradicated. 


SEWERAGE . 


If,  and  when,  the  new  County  School  is  built  in  Ha a pal Is 
Road,  it  would  be  very  desirable  for  the  sewer  to  be  carried  to 
the  Recreation  Ground  corner  and  up  the  White  Kart  Lane  to  join 
the  existing  sewer  at  the  crest.  This  will  provide  facilities 
for  drainage  of  existing  new  properties  in  Haspalls  Road  and  the 
older  properties  in  White  Hart  Lane  and  allow  for  the  provision 
of  sanitary  convenienoes  on  the  Recreation  Ground, 

It  would  also  be  a  progressive  sanitary  policy  to  lay  a  new 
sewer  from  Northwell  Pool  to  drain  the  existing  new  properties  on 
Castleacre  Road  and  to  provide  for  future  building  operations 
in  such  area. 

The  Council  expend  a  considerable esum  annually  in  nightsoil 
collection  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  an  appreciable  number 
of  properties  with  valts,  pails  etc.  could  be  connected  to  the 
sewerage  system,  thus  eradicating  centres  of  smell  and  fly 
pollution. 

As  soon  as  the  sewage  works  is  able  to  cater  for  increased 
sewage,  it  is  desirable  that  nightsoil  collect ipn  should  be 
minimised  by  a  scheme  of  district  connections,  cost  of  which  oan 
be  spread  over  a  number  of  years  by  loan. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  COLLECTION  -  DISPOSAL. 


The  mechanised  form  of  collection  instituted  at  the  end  of 
last  year  is  wording  satisfactory.  The  refuse  tip  is  not  in  all 
respects  satisfactory  and  an  effort  will  be  made  during  the 
forthcoming  year  to  acquire  sufficient  soil  (top  covering)  to 
establsih  a  proper  covering  over  the  advancing  tip  face.  This 
will  reduce  the  number  of  tip  fires  causes  by  spontanebus 
oombustion  and  limit  the  rodent  and  fly  nuisances. 

The  Council  propose  acquiring  s.ome  additional  adjacent  land 
necessary  for  efficient  expansion  and  control. 
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>  STREET  scavenging. 


Roads  and  streets  are  swept  manually  and  the  sweepings 
collected  and  dumped  at  the  Council  Tip. 

Street  gullies  are  periodically  emptied  and  cleansed  as 
necessary  and  the  detritus  similarly  disposed  at  the  Council 
tip  in  Lynn  Road* 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


A  summary  of  the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Department  is  tabulated  below.  The  previous  Inspector  left 
your  service  in  May  and  I  assumed  duties  in  September,  therefore 
the  number  of  inspections  and  actions  must  necessarily  be  lower 
than  during  any  normal  year 

Noticed  Nuisances 
Inspection.  Served.  abated? 


Drainage 

Factories  Workshops.  8 

Bakehouses.  12 

Private  Slaughter  Houses 

and  Butchers '  Shops  20 

Other  Food  Shops  12 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  8 

Restraurants  etc.  12 

Verminous  Premises 

% 

Hou  sing  6 

* 

Nuisances  (General)  6 


1 


1-. 


4 

6 


2 

4 


Infectious  Diseases  -  - 

Rats  and  Mice  98  42  41 


Total 


54 


48 


The  six  notices  outstanding  at  year  ended  concerned  Pedlars 
Hall  Cafe  outhouse,  one  cottage  Pidcenham  Road,  Ca.mp  House  on  the 
Campinglandj  unsanitary  impaved  yards  to  cottages  in  London 
Street,  and  one  case  of  rat  infestation  in  the  Shambles,  majority 
of  which  were  receiving  attention  or  the  period  of  notice  having 
not  expired. 

An  endeavour  is  being  made  to  bring  the  Registers  and  records 
up  to  date,  these  having  fallen  into  arrears  during  recent  years 
and  I  hope  in  my  next  report  to  be  in  a  position  to  give  more 
comprehensive  and  reliable  statistics  of  the  sanitary  circumstances. 

MEAT  &  FOOD  INSPECTION . 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  Meat  &  Foods  Inspector  for 
the  Urban  area  and  Inspector  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Abattoir  at 
Swaffham,  and  during  1949  the  following  animals  were  slaughtered s - 


Cattle 

425 

Animals 

Sheep 

893" 

n 

Pigs 

105 

it 

Calves 

7 

11 

1,430 
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For  approximately  four  months  during  theyyeat  the  Council  had 
no  Sanitary  Inspector  and  therefore  arranged  for  neat  inspection 
to  he  carried  out  hy  Mr.  Jenkins,  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the 
Swaffham  R.D.C, 

During  the  year  the  following  foods  were  aondemmed  and 
destroyed  at  the  Abattoir  2- 


Carcases  or  parts 


Decomposed  and/or  injured  flesh  or 

severe  bruising,  general  inflammation,  47. 

Pleurisy  or  inflamed  Pleura  or 

congested  condition,  26 

Flesh  with  cysts  or  abscesses  28 

General  Fever  (after  calving)  dying 

condition  of  animal  at  arrival  2 

Pneumonia  3 

Emaciation  or  Jaundioed  condition  17 

Angroma  4 

Cirrhosis  3 

Dropsical  condition  7 

Liver  Fluke  47 

Inflammation  of  Kidneys  4 

Tuberculosis  101 

Condemnations,  289 


The  weight  of  condemned  meat  and  offal  is  shown  below  in 
pounds  column  15 A *’  indicates  offal,  comprising  heads,  tongues,  livers, 
lights,  tripe  etc,  and  cof-umn  "B"  indicates  all  other  pp.rts  except 
offal,  hide  and  wastes - 


Description  of  Food, 

"A" 

Pounds  ”B" 

Beef 

756 

691 

Lamb 

11 

72 

Veal 

10 

8 

Pork 

4 

225 

Mutton 

66 

254 

Total . 

847 

1,250 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  arrange  for  inclusion  of  a  table 
of  statistics  as  per  para.  8  of  Circular  2/50  as  the  information 
w as  not  available  for  1949,  to  complete  such  a  table,  but 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  future. 
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During  194-9?  tradesmen  submitted  tinned  foods  for 
examination  voluntary  and  in  90  Per  cent  the  tins  were 
found  damaged,  rusted  and  contents  blown  or  in  advanced 
state  of  decomposition.  Those  condemned  food  mainly 
comprised  corn-beef,  ham,  rolls,  sausages,  various  pastes, 
fish,  fruit,  soups,  bacon  and  condensed  milk. 

An  endeavour  is  being  rjiade  to  inculcate  cleaner  methods 
of  preparation  and  handling  of  foodstuffs  and  regular 
inspections  are  made  of  butchers'  shops,  bakehouses ,  cafes, 
and  the  Cannery. 

Although  my  Report  is  necessarily  brief,  it  does  give 
a  fair  picture  of  sanitary  work  during  194-9 • 

Yours  faithfully, 


CHARLES  FROBISHER. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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